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I.—Forr1en Pourtics. 


1622. The Bengalse, referring to e report in the Daily Mail that Russia 
) sf is moving 10,000 troops towards the Afghan fron- 
ieee activity on the Afghan tier, says it is of ;: grave shathihes, and the 
es internal condition of Afghanistan itself affords the 
Government of India grounds for much uneasiness. It hopes that no untoward 
a will take place to mar the joyful celebration of the Coronation 
at Delhi. | 
1622. The Indian Mirror refers again to the Russo-Afghan question in 
connection with its bearing upon the Delhi Darbar, 
and hopes that in spite of its misgivings, that cere- 
; mony will neither have an ominous prelude or a 
pathetic end. But with Russia’s determination to sooner or later have a com- 
mercial agent. at Kabul, coupled with Lord Kitchener’s projects of standing 
military agencies in the Afghan chief cities, the Mirror says its pessimism 
is not altogether unjustified, 


The Delhi Darbar and the 
Russo-Afghan question. 


II].—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


1624. The Amrita Bazar Patrika is deeply grateful to the: Police Com- 

| mission for their minute cross-examination of 

ae oe ee Mr. Dutt; for no one was more fitted to enlighten 
them on the subject of the influence exercised 

by District Magistrates over their subordinates in the trial of police cases 
than an ez-official like him who had served as a District Magistrate with great 
distinction for nearly a quarter of a century, and was thus quite familiar with 
the advantages and disadvantages of the existing system of administering 


criminal justice. He is decidedly of opinion thas District Magistrates do. 


interfere with the judicial independence of their subordinates for the purpose of 
securing conviction, and his testimony shouid settle the question for good. 
The Patrika doubts not the Hon’ble President of the Commission is by this 
time convinced of the fact that the plague-spot in police rule is to be found in 
the union of the Police and the Magistracy, and that, real police reform 
consists in separating the two and making each independent of the other. 

1625. ‘The Bengalee has been struck by the unanimity of opinion ex- 
pressed by “our public men” who have given 
evidence before the Police Commission that the 
combination of police and judicial duties in the Magistracy should be dissolved, 
and eagerly looks forward to the day when the system will be terminated. 

1626. The same journal fails to see why there should be the restriction 

3 imposed by Rule 2 (d) in Chapter XV of the 

— Bengal Police Code in the matter of District 

Magistratés only exercising the power of instituting prosecutions against police 

officers under section 29 of Act V of 1861. Equally; as regards Rule 10 (4) 

and (c) in Chapter II of the same Code, the journal holds that in its practical 

operation the rule completely frustrates the ends of justice, and instead of 
‘promoting them does much harm both to individuals and the public, : 

1627. The Bengaiee condemns the rule in the Police Act which requires 

the District Superintendent, when a police officer 

ate is accused of a serious offence, such as torture, 


The Police Commission. 


extortion, grievous hurt or causing death, to personally investigate the 


charge with the idea that such departmental investigation will aid the judicial 
enquiry. In practice the observation of this rule tends to spoil the case and 
is fraught with harm and mischief. ae 
1628. As the Police Commission are, says the Amrifa Bazar Pairtka, 
desirous of learning instances in which District 

wit | Magistrates have interfered with the judicial inde-. 

pendence of their subordinate Magistrates, it supplies the facts of the case of 
Babu Parbati Charan Roy, late Deputy Magistrate of Alipore, contributed by 
that gentleman to India in November 1898. It 1s alleged that this officer 
incurred the displeasure of Mr, E. N. Baker, then Magistrate of the district, 
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‘s failure to inflict adequate sentences, and that Mr. Baker never lost 
yd co a to make “boule remarks against the officer’s decisions, 
The remarks of Mr. Baker in three cases have been cited, ene ae 

1629. The Bengalee is afraid that Mr. Fraser’s want of judicial training 

is likely to materially detract from the value of the 
Bat song method of cros- inoyiry which is now being conducted by the 
: gene Police Commission. He appears to be simply 
unrivalled in the art of framing leading questions such as would shock the 
legal conscience of even a third grade tear, and he has a way of depre- 
cating and even occasionally resenting such questions as may now and then be 
put by any of his colleagues, which almost makes one think that the President 
alone constitutes the Commission, and that his colleagues may as well have 
absented themselves from its sittings so far as tle President is concerned. The 
journal is forced, from the President’s adroitly framed questions regarding the 
chaukidari tax, to draw the conclusion that one of the recommendations of the 
Commission is likely to take the shape of an appreciable enhancement of that 
tax. It hopes and prays, however, that its apprehensions may turn out to be 
unfounded, but when it looks at the class of witnesses (men like Ishri Parsad of 
Bankipore), who are being called upon tu undergo a vtvd voce examination, it 
confesses its heart in filled with disappointment. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


1630. The Behar Herald characterises the appointment of Mr. Geidt to 


the High Court, in supersession of the claims 
me of Mr. Gupta, as a eager Jem abuse of the right of 
patronage. If, it says, such appointments are decided by considerations as to 
the color of the skin, it does not know to what point the abuse may not be 
carried. It does not think after all Lord Curzon is such a zealous protector 
of Indian interests as some would believe, judging from his speeches and 
resolutions, 
1631. The Amrita Bazar Patrtka asks the Chief Commissioner of Assam 


sia —_ — to call for the records in the case of assault brought 
so nistration of Criminal Jus- 17 one Nabi Bakhsh against Mr. H. Garth, a 
employé of the Public Works Department, Shillong, 
and which was dismissed by the Deputy Commissioner, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 
on the ground that there were important irreconcileable discrepancies in the 
evidence of the complainant and his witnesses. The journal publishes the 
evidence and is surprised that the Deputy Commissioner never even points out 
the discrepancies that he has found. It expresses the opinion that the question 
whether the assault was committed remains absolutely undecided, 

It next points out that the Government Pleader was retained for the 
defence of Mr. Garth, which should not have been allowed, and that Nabi 
Bakhsh, who has appealed, has being in hasat since the 25th September, as 
neither surety now bail was accepted by the authorities. 

1632. The Amrita Bazar Pairika points to the case of Chanda, the Parsi 

of Jubbulpur, who was sentenced to be hanged 


by the Sessions Judge, but acquitted on appeal 
by the Judicial Commissioner, as affording one of the strongest ground for 


the separation of the Police from the Magistracy. This case would in any 
other country have undoubtedly been thrown out by the lower court, or been 
tried with the assistance of a jury, but in this instance the opinion of the 
Indian assessors who found the accused was not guilty was not even accepted. 
Is there, asks the journal, any reason to wonder atthe seething discontent 
that prevails in India, or that the worst passions of the people are aroused 
over such failures and perversions of justice? 


1633. The Amrita Bazar Fs draws the attention of the Chief Justice 
i _, to,the manner in which the present Criminal 
Po Orinaisel pam ofthe High Bench is doing its work. Ninet per cent, of the 


_ motions; revisions and appeals which come before 
This is due, the journal says, to the inexperience of the 


The Jubbulpore case. 


it are being, rejected. 


- Judges constituting the Bench, and to the impression under which they labour, 


that the sooner they dispose of cases the better 


} 


for all parties. It suggests 


? 
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Q 
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that one Indian J me should be appointed to the Criminal Bench and then 


its constitution would inspire confidence in and give satisfaction to all parties. 


(6)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1634. The Bengalee asks why the Government of India does not publish 


the scheme for the improvement of Calcutta which 
an ‘ Calcutta Improvement has been referred back to the Government for 


further consideration. Is it be it i 
character which will not bear the light of day ? theese oat g halen 
1635. ‘I'he Bengalee complains of the bad lighting of streets and thorough- 


oan ‘fares in the Northern Division of the town, due to 
wa of Calcutta, and the - the use of incandescent lamps, and urges the Police 


to note how many lamps are not lit or how man 
are badly lit. The Commissioner of Police should be supplied with a enn of 
the contract of the Gas Com any with the Corporation, which will enable his 


officers to know and check the standard of light laid down for street illumi- 
nation. 


(g)}—Ratlways and Communicaiwns, including Canals and Irrigation. 


1636. The Kayastha —— sg rena the Postmaster of Gaya has 
taken to constantly transferring the postal peons 
ee of Gaya from one cond to aadihae, : : 

The unfortunate men find it difficult, owing the strangeness of their new 
mahallas, to deliver letters, and it is alleged that in order to show a clean bag, 
they throw away letters which they cannot deliver. The attention of the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Bihar, is drawn to the matter, and he is requested 

to intervene. | ' 
1637. With reference to the circular of the Government of India, Public 


‘it mee Works Department, to the Manager of the North- 
queer interpretation.” —_ Western Railway, asking him to nomihate an 
Indian apprentice for training in England as Signal Inspector, three Punjabi 
youths tendered themselves for selection, but they were rejected on the ground 
that by Indian was meant Zuropean or Eurasian, This interpretation, says the 
Bengalee, is ingenious indeed! It then adds:— 
© Profession and practice differ widely as poles asunder, and, for our part, 
we have grown sceptics of the honeyed language of our rulers, glibly uttered 
on the platform and in Government Resolutions, signifying nothing, and having 
a different meaning to the Athenian ears. It is much to be regretted that our 
rulers do not realise the ridiculousness of the situation, and never for a moment 
think that in their futile attempt at gullifying the people, they bring themselves 
to contempt, We are believers in sincerity, and if it is true that present-day 
statesmanship recommends hollow professions, we cannot too strongly condemn 


the practice, and the civilisation which countenances such a policy is a danger- 
ous institution.” 


(h)— General. 


1638. The Amrita Bazar Patrika offers the following comments on the 
apa) in yp, formation which has reached it on this subject :— 
— =o ‘Fancy the nature of the mistake—seventeen 


persons killed by inoculation! Luckily the; mistake 
‘was committed in India. If such a thing had happened in any other part cf 


the world, we dare say the whole country would have been convulsed and 
some people hanged. But such mishaps are not possible in other countries, for 
no civilized Government would: have ventured to experiment with the lives of 
its subjects in this reckless manner. In the meantime all inoculation has been 
put a stop to.- If after such a tragedy of horrors, the Government had yet 
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persisted in continuing the experiment, then the foolish rumours set afloat by 


the masses that the Government was, by its so-called plague measures, trying 
‘to poison the people would have been partially justified.” oe 
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1639. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reverting to this subject observes :— 
“A sifting enquiry into the matter ought to be 
made at once and a true account published as 
widely as possible. Compensation ought to be 
‘ven to the relations of the men thus killed, We do not know who it is that 


The inoculation mishap in the 


is bound to pay this compensation. Justice requires that either those: who 
made the fatal mistake or Lord George Hamilton ought to doit. It would 
be altogether wrong to make the Indian public suffer pecuniarily for the 
mistakes of Lord Hamilton’s men. ; 


1640. The same journal sees in the published Resolution of the 
; Government of the Punjab on the subject of the 
Tid. mishap as Malkowal, an attempt to shift the blame 


of the tragedy to the shoulders of the unfortunate victims. 


As for the Government’s liberal offer to compensate the families of those 
who died, the journal says:—“ This however means that for the apathy of the 
Government and the carelessness of its officers, it is the people who wiil have to 
pay. The cost should be borne by the blundering officers of Government and 
not the tax-payers of India. — | ; 

1641. Referring to Capital’s p2ragraph on the omission of the Inspector- 
General of Kegistration from the list of the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s guests at the forthcoming 
Darbar, the Bengalee writes :— 

We fail to see why this invidious and irritating distinction has been made 
in the case of the Hon’ble Mr. T.K. Ghose. He is as much a responsible 
officer of Government as any other Inspector-General of any other Department 
under the Government of Bengal, and his exclusion from the list of the 
honoured guests of the Lieutenant-Governor is accounted for perhaps by no 
other fact: than that he is a native of India and, therefore, like Cain, must bear 
the brand, even though his position in the official hierarchy might be very high, 
We trust the Hon’ble Mr. Bourdillon will rectify this mistake and do away 
with u distinction which is, as we have said, invidious and irritating.” 

1642. The Indian Mirror appreciatively publishes extracts. from. Dr. 
Wallace’s paper on the union in politics between 
the Indian people and the Domiciled Community, 
remarking :— | 

‘‘We want more fearless workers like Dr. Wallace. It is a pleasure to see 
that he has fully realised the value of political union between all classes of the 
community, The question is whether he will receive loyal aid and support 
from the Imperialists of his own community.” | 

1643. Public opinion, says the Amrita Bazar Pairika, is vot unanimcus on 

the suject of Bengalis marking their appreciation. of 

The late acnaonsusry festa the rule of the late Sir John Woodburn. He. was 

end the nest permanent Licutonant- doubtless loved for his private virtues, but he did 

nothing’ to check the vagaries of Magistrates, and 

he was mainly responsible for the withdrawal of the privilege of Self-Govern- 
ment from the people of Calcutta. 

It trusts Lord Curzon will see his way to appointing Sir Henry Cotton 
to be permanent Lieutenant-Governor. ‘The present temporary state of things 
should be changed. ‘‘Many of the. Deputy Magistrates have now become 
absolute masters of the province, as there is no one to restrain them and take 
them to task for their vagaries,” | 

1644, ‘The Hast publishes a letter from Puri describing that during the 

Car festival, licensed rest-houses, whose usual 

charge is one anna per head, raiseit to Rs. 15. 
In consequence, the pilgrims fare very badly both for want of proper shélter 
and food, and the mortality among them increases. — 8 

+ 1645, The Bengalee is of opinion that the time has come when the Indian 

tax-payer should be relieved of the heavy burden 

of taxation which has been imposed upon him for 


ey so many years past, but it is afraid that this will 
not be done in view of the proposals to saddle India with the expenditure on 


account of a reformed British Army in India and of a possible addition to that 
army. iat | | 


* An invidious distinction.” 
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_ _ It however urges that, as such expenditure ia not in the least necessary, 
and should be borne by the Imperial Exchequer, a joint and united protest 
against these proposals should be made. 

1646, The Amrita Bazar Patrika advises the Congress not to agitate for 
the remission of the Salt Tax. Government may 
os take them at their word, and in order to recoup 
itself revive the License tax of Sir John Strachey, and let loose thousands 
of tax gatherers upon poor dealers, artisans, and traders, Similarly, it 
recommends them not to have anything to do with the suggestion of the 
Famine Union for a village to village enquiry to ascertain the extent of the 
poverty prevailing. Hooghly might be selected for this enquiry and the fact 
proved that India is almost as prosperous as England itself. There is no need 
for establishing a truth which has been accepted by all. Rather should the 
Congress suggest how this poverty can be removed. 

1647, The Bengalee offers the following suggestions for the consideration 
of the Commission now sitting to-enquire into the 
onan Customs House affairs of the Customs House :— 

That the Second Assistant Collector, whose 
main duty is to attend to the public, should be relieved of the office work which 
he now discharges and which interferes with his legitimate duties, and that a 
separate Import Supervisor should be appointed to do the office work. 

_ That all Examining Officers be empowercd to appraise the goods and sign 
the challans in their respective sheds. 

That the Commission should enquire why the Government order regard- 
ing the appointment of Indians as Appraisers has been kept in abeyance. 

1648. The Amrita Bazar Patrika comments on the absence of proper 

ss measures for developing the agricultural resources 
Bone ercultural condition of of the country and on the absurdity of appointing 
™ Mr. A. C. Sen, one of the first Assistant Directors 
of Agriculture in Bengal, who did such useful work in that capacity, toa 
District Judgeship. Similarly, Babu Nritya Gopal Mukerji, Superintendent 
of the Sibpore Farm, whose authority on agriculture and -its kindred subjects 
was unusually acknowledged, has been ‘‘ kidnapped ” and sent to some place in 
Bengal for the purpose of “ stamping out crime ” in the capacity of a Deputy 
Magistrate. The journal mentions the names of Hem Chunder Mitra, S. P. 
Chatterji, Mahendra Nath Biswas, and Probodh Chunder Dey, who are experts 
in agricultural an horticultural matters, and suggests that the Government 
should avail itself of their services and appoint them to enquire independent! y 
into the agricultural prospects of the country. 


The Uongress. 


1V.—NATIVE STATES. 


1649. Although it deprecated the idea of the recent Viceregal tour through 

The V; ee Rajputana, the Indian Mirror now avows with all 
— frankness that that tour has not been made in 
vain, On the contrary, it says it has brought the Feudatory States of 
India and the British overlord into happier and more intimate personal relations 
than has been the case for many years past. The credit of this achievement 
belongs to Lord Curzon entirely. He has invited and received confidence, 
Respect begets respect. Rok =, 
It expresses its unqualified admiration of His Highness the Maharaja's 
speech advocating faithful adherence to one’s religion, and remarks that if 
every Indian Prince thought and acted accordingly, the renaissance of the Hindu 
people would be at hand, and this would be of nearer realization if every 


Viceroy, every leading British official, were as receptive of, and responsive to, — 


such an ideal as Lord Curzon has undoubtedly proved himeelf to be. 
1650. Though, says the Bengalee, Lord Curzon’s speech in reply to the 
PO toast proposed by the Maharaja of Jeypur would 
Lord Curzon’s Jeypur speech. 45m to indicate that a change has come over the 


spirit of the British Indian Government in respect of its appreciation of the 
K aad of ancient Indian civilization, those opinions are really Lord Curzon’s 
personal opiaions, and although they might be echoed dutifully by the —. 
who have toobey him as their chief, they form no part of the opinions of Anglo- 
Indian bureaucracy. The education which Government has hitherto given to 
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the young choo sig | Chiefs has tended mostly to transform them into English 
gentlemen and to breed a distaste for the ancient manners and modes of 
living of their race. It is well, therefore, that His Excellency has thought it 
high time to discard this old system of education and to enunciate a new 
system which may make better rulers of the Feudatory Princes of India. 
~  - 41651, The Amrita Bazar Patritka says that the decision of the Government 
tis Wha’ He ceneat of India in the succession dispute of Tippera will 
ee save the ‘lippera State from ruin. It is, in. the 
journal’s opinion, only right and proper that the son and not the brother of the 
Maharaja should succeed to the throne. Knowing this, the reigning Prince 
will now do his utmost to improve the State, being assured of the succession 
of his son. The Pairtka concludes by advising the Bara Thakur to throw 


himself on the mercy of his brother, the Maharaja, and to unite with the 
latter in working for the good of the State. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


1652, The Behar Herald concludes an appreciative article on the death 


Pin babs bide aueaiad of Sir John Woodburn in the following words :— 


| ‘‘From one end of the province to another 
there is a wail of grief at the lamented death of so justly popular a Lieutenant- 


Governor, and amidst the many notes of condolence and sympathy that are 
surely coming from all quarters, we beg to join this our humble tribute to 
the memory of a really good and great British *tatesman.” 
1658. The Bengalee confesses its optimism is not robust enough to induce 
iil ae i aren it to think the Woodburn Memorial movement 
os gala = °°" is likely to command a large measure of support 
| from the Indian community, It cannot refrain 
from remarking that the Chamber of Commerce has not been well advised 
in setting on foot this movement in such hot haste, Should it fail, the 
Chamber would have to thank itself for having courted a rebuff. | 
1654, The same journal writes that with the help of the Hon’ble 


Mr. Bourdillon and the Maharaja of Burdwan, the 
a eee reenoene Chamber of Commerce are determined to rush 


through the proposal for a memorial to Sir John 
Woodburn. But notwithstanding the efforts to invest it with an apparent: 
neg and universality, the tribute will not and cannot partake of a publie 
character. oe | 
‘“No one knows better than the acting Lieutenant-Governor that the 
Viceroy will consult the Chamber of Commerce before he finally nominates 
a successor to Sir John Woodburn, and that his chance of the permanent 
appointment is altogether gone unless he can conciliate the mercantile com- 
munity during the short time he is at Belvedere, and secure their goodwill. 
No one knows better than His Highness that it would be the height of folly 
to offend the Chamber, and to turn their power and influence against him 
in days when a feeling of fanatical antagonism to the zemindars animates 
every action and directs every step of the Government of India.” 

It strongly opposes the project to raise the memorial by ‘‘ masquerading 
under false colours” and the ‘“‘dragooning of rich zemindars,” and advises 
the Chamber to show their gratitude in any way they please, 

1655. Reverting to the subject of the Woodburn Memorial, the Bengalee 


Tbid. says that the people, who are gradually recovering 
| themselves after the shock of his death, ask them- 
selves in bewilderment what blessings the Woodburn Administration conferred. 
on them? He can never be forgotten for the part he played in connection 
with the Municipal Act, and if he and Sir Alexander Mackenzie in their 
spiritual life can enter into the inmost recesses of the hearts of the 
Indian subjects of His Majesty, in the metropolis, they will realize the 
grievous hardship they inflicted on them. With such a feeling entertained 
towards him, it is asked how a memorial statue can be voted to him with th 
assent or support of the Indians of Calcutta. 
_ Ifa Woodburn statue isto be a reality in Calcutta, the Bengalee thinks 
it would be fitting to revive the Mackenzie Memorial. Let both the statues 


be placed side by side in the heart of the town, with their pet child, the 


- 
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Calcutta Municipal Act, in their arms, so that in their hour of tribulation 
the rate-payers will remember, with a deep-drawn sigh, that these were the 


two Governors—representatives of a gracious Sovereign—who inflicted the 
scourge upon them. 


1656. The Atndoo Patriot ss ye the oy for its insinuations with 
po aa _ regar st, to the advocacy of the Chamber of 
Pg ho ry regi prov denen Commerce on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Bourdillon’s 


Governor. _ Claims to the Lieutenant-Governorship and, se- 
condly, to the latter’s alliance with the Chamber of Commerce to secure a 


memorial to late Sir John Woodburn. Such insinuations and suggestions, 
says the Patriot, are unworthy, improper, and wholly peor The 
Chamber of Commerce alone did not move in the matter of raising a memorial, 
nor was it the first todo so. The British Indian Association, under the 


leadership of the Maharaja of Darbhanga, forestalled the mercantile community 
in the matter. 


~ 


Orrice or THE InspR.-GENERAL H. B. Sr. LEGER, 


oF Po.ice, L. P., 
Writers’ Buripmas, Asst, to the Inspr.-Generai of Police, L. P. 


The 6th December 1902. 


B, 8, Press=-9196J—-78—10-13.1908—W. H,8, 


Hivpoo PatRi0T, 
3rd Dec. 1902. 


=_ 
— 


aeineh tee 


wie 


. hiiebiin attercce ee 2 


ie tere 5) 


~ 


‘ 
é 4 on Rap DP 


gtk Aas Dt, Tie e 
‘C 


‘ P ae . % Fret ote .T : ¥ oh gf eet gue 6 teks. _ a shes: esis Bice ey i SS POL = aot . 
? » Rad Ee, nag Fee a Sere < FSW NTR Bey MRS ES ke: SR Say Lea, EO Sete Vie 


~ > Wad aye eo ee 


